
Kelly Williams, the Marketing Administrator for 
The Bentley Scottsdale Seventh Annual Polo Cham-
pionships invited ACTC to bring some of our classic 
Thunderbirds to be part of their Horses and Horse-
power display.  The request was for us to arrive as a 
group at 8:30 AM and remain until 6:00 PM. 

In usual ACTC style, a squadron of 13 Thunder-
birds arrived on time.  We were rewarded for our 
punctuality with great parking in two rows just inside 
the entrance. 

After we had situated our cars, we were in-
formed the folks from Molina Fine Jewelers had gra-
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ciously reserved tables for us in their hospitality tent.  
While the weather was a little warm, we visited and 
enjoyed the day’s many activities in a very comforta-
ble environment and enjoyed cool drinks and a de-
lightful lunch of cooked salmon and chicken. 

The Polo Championships included four match-
es featuring some of the world’s best polo players 
riding magnificent mounts.  An excellent opportunity 
for many of us to see our first polo match. 

(Continued on page 5) 

BENTLEY POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS 

ARIZONA 

 BIRD   CHATTER 

Nikki, Judy, Virginia, Yvonne, & Jamie dressed for the day  

Ed Tracey’s red ‘55 anchors the front row  
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PORTHOLE 
    
  Two years ago, last month I was 
elected as your ACTC President and re-
elected last year to serve in 2016.  It has 
been a great honor to serve as your Presi-

dent for these past two years, and I must say that I thor-
oughly enjoyed my two terms in the position, but it is now 
time to turn the Club over to Madam President Jean Frus-
cello and her team. 

While I did serve as President in 1983, I had been 
away from the Club for some thirty years, and this term in 
office gave me the opportunity to get reacquainted with 
several of the members, some old and some new.   

I had some of the greatest people around helping 
me get things accomplished in the Club and you all know 
you always measure a leader’s success by the people 
around them.  I was successful due to the support I had 
from the Board Members, Committee Members, and vol-
unteers over the past two years who spent many hours 
and days working to make this a great Club.  This dedica-
tion has been the story from the day Jack Jordan and his 
team started the Club in 1970.  People step up “to pro-
mote the admiration, ownership, care and maintenance of 
the two passenger 1955, 1956 and 1957 Thunderbirds.” 
The objective was to meet, socialize and maintain the 
spirit of good fellowship and participate in activities includ-
ing the use of the classic Thunderbirds.  I embraced this 
objective two years ago, and I still see it as our mission 
statement.  It’s what we do. 

I look forward to working with Jean and her team in 
the year to come and will do everything I can to support 
her to continue to make this the greatest Thunderbird 
Club in CTCI.   

I must give special thanks to Chris Ames, Chuck 
Young, Jim Cook and Danny Kim for helping this Club 
stay on track with CTCI and bringing the Club into the 
21st century with their computer skills and technical prow-
ess.  They have spared no effort to made it happen, and 
CTCI has applauded us for our updated approach to serv-
ing our members. 

Folks, I thank you and sincerely appreciate my 
ACTC family of friends I have come to love this past two 
years. 

 I will leave you with this standing reminder: “If it 
runs, then drive it!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Remember to wear your  
 name tag to meetings!   

 
There’s a $1 fine  

for failure to do so! 

Jim Rodgers 

ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 

Twenty-five years ago the 
1991 ACTC Christmas Party 
was held at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in downtown Phoenix on 
December 14.  Some very fa-
miliar current Club Members 
were part of the Christmas Par-
ty Committee back then.  Larry 
and Nancy Meskimen, Bonita 
Lilly and Lynne Silvernale all 
put in long hours and a lot of 
hard work over many months to make that party a 
big success.  Nancy`s and Lynne`s mothers even 
pitched in to help out.  Larry and Nancy auditioned a 
real live band and hired it to play at the party.  Some 
comments heard were "Awesome," "Outstanding," 
“Too hip to quit," "One more time" and … "Too loud," 
did I say that? 

Unwrapped gifts were collected for the Salva-
tion Army and outgoing ACTC President Janet 
Weaver was presented with the “Ceremonial Gavel" 
by Buck Hoag, who also thanked Janet and her crew 
on behalf of all the Club Members for a job well 
done.  Another great year in ACTC became history. 

Stewart Wright 

mailto:TbirdReo@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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2016 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

September 22-24 Run to the Pines 
Graziano 

October 7 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

October 15 Meeting - Pot Luck PERA Park 
Lynch 

October 19-22 Run to the Sun - Lake Havasu 
Musselmann & Falkenberry 

November 4 50’s Theme Party 
McKee 

November 12 Meeting 

December 2 Christmas Light Run 
Bialy 

December 9 Christmas Party 
Phoenix Country Club 

 

PLEASE  NOTE ! 
 

All dates and events listed above are tentative 
and subject to change.  Please check the calendar 
each month for updates. 

2017 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

December 13 Arizona Retirement Home Party 
Rodgers 

December 17 Christmas Party 
Foster 

  

January 15 Meeting 

January 27-29 
 

Back to Tubac 
Marchisotto 

February 12 Meeting 

February 18-19 Winter Weekend 
Wagner 

March 2-5 
 

Midnight at the Oasis 
Dolan 

March 12 Meeting 

March 18 ACTC Tech Day 
Falkenberry and Kowalski 

March 25 Progressive Dinner- Wagner, 
Musselmann, G&J Thompson 

April 8 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

April 9 Meeting - Officers’ Picnic 
PERA Park - Lynch 

April 15 Silver Rose Induction Parade 
Havel 

May 5-7 Route 66 Fun Run 
 

May 13 Lake Pleasant Dinner Cruise 
Gene Andersen 

May 21 Meeting 

June 11 Meeting 

July 16 Meeting 

August 2-6 CTCI Regional Convention 

September 10 Meeting 

 
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT WROTE 

 
Many people will walk in and out of your life, 

but only true friends will leave footprints in your heart. 
 

To handle yourself, use your head; 
to handle others, use your heart. 

 
Anger is only one letter short of danger. 

 
If someone betrays you once, it is his fault; 

if he betrays you twice, it is your fault. 
 

Great minds discuss ideas; 
Average minds discuss events; 

Small minds discuss people. 
 

He who loses money, loses much; 
He, who loses a friend, loses much more; 

He, who loses faith, loses all. 
 

Beautiful young people are accidents of nature, 
But beautiful old people are works of art. 

 
Learn from the mistakes of others. 

You can't live long enough to make them all yourself. 
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TREASURER: Tom Wagner reported the cur-
rent balance in both the checking and rainy day 
accounts. 

AUDITOR:  Terry Duquette had no report. 
EX-OFFICIO:  Gregg Thurston had no report.  
MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Frank Graziano 

thanked Jim Rodgers for his leadership this year.  
Also thanked the out-going Board Members; Myrna 
Foster, Dede Ross and of course, himself.  

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Don Henderson had 
no report. 

NEWSLETTER:  Chris Ames had no report.  
NOMINATING: John Marchisotto had no re-

port. 
MEMBERSHIP:  Ken Falkenberry stood in for 

Jim Cook who was not in attendance due to car is-
sues, and reported membership stands at 118 house-
holds; 215 members and 101 T-Birds. There are 18 
(55's), 29 (56's) and 54 (57's).  

HISTORIAN:  Duane Foster had no report.  
WEBMASTER/E-MAIl COORDINATOR: Chuck 

Young reported that anything you want to know is 
online now.  

CTCI:  Chuck Thompson had no report. 
TELEPHONE COMMITTEE:  Kathy Marchisot-

to had no report. 
PARLIAMENTARIAN:  Mike Wood reported  

that 17 T-birds were driven to this month’s meeting.  
Also noted were a ’56 Chevy, a Jeep as well as some 
new Mustangs.  His winner was a Starmist Blue ‘57 T
-bird which belongs to John Dalmolin.    

SPLIT THE POT:  John Dalmolin won $107.  
A Lucky guy today; maybe he should have been in 
Las Vegas!  

ELECTION: Officers for 2017 are as follows: 
President, Jean Fruscello; Vice President, Paul Frus-
cello; Treasurer, Tom Wagner; Secretary, Kathy 
Marchisotto; and Member-at-Large, John Marchisot-
to.  Congratulations to all! 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and 
seconded at 10:22 AM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Dede Ross, Secretary   

NOVEMBER  MEETING  MINUTES 
 
President Jim Rodgers called the November 

13 meeting to order at 9:42 AM.  We convened at 
Gallagher’s on 7th Street & Union Hills.  Jim start-
ed the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Since this was the election meeting ballots were 
passed out by Ken Falkenberry to those that had not 
voted absentee.  It was announced there would be a 
planning committee meeting on the patio, with every-
one invited, after the regular meeting.  There was a 
motion and second to dispense with the reading of 
the October minutes. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Raffle tickets are being 
sold for a $200 Christmas basket as well as four free 
dinners for the Christmas party.  They are $1 each or 
6 for $5.  You can still buy tickets at the actual Christ-
mas Party prior to the raffle drawings. Myra Foster 
reminded everyone of her 80th Birthday Party to be 
held November 20 at the Deer Valley Airport.  She 
hopes to see everyone there.  Jim Rodgers thanked 
the out-going board for their service this year. 

HOSPITALITY:   Pat Fenlon was introduced 
as a new member.  He lives in Prescott, is semi-
retired and drives a white 1957 T-bird.  Walt Howell 
introduced his guest, Gary Cinader who lives in Pres-
cott Valley.  Terry Duquette’s son let us know that his 
parents, Effie and Terry Duquette, are celebrating 
their 56th wedding anniversary.  Members lent their 
voices to celebrate member birthdays in November 
and December with an acapella rendition of Happy 
Birthday. 

  ACTIVITIES:  Thank you to the five mem-
bers who drove their cars in the Veterans Day Parade 
in support of Ms. Senior Arizona winners.  And as a 
reminder, a couple more cars are needed to carry the 
dignitaries in the Thanksgiving Day Parade. The 
Christmas Party flyer was with the November news-
letter.  Please refer to the newsletter for details.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Update on the Christmas 
party:  Raffle tickets for a $200 Christmas basket as 
well as four free dinners for the Christmas party are 
for sale.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Jim Rodgers announced 
the President's Charity this year will again be gift 
cards for the residents of Arizona Retirement Homes I 
and II in Scottsdale.  They were very much appreciat-
ed so we'll do it again.  Myrna and Duane will provide 
music for the event. 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Tom McKee once again 
explained the items for sale are listed on the website.  
He was taking orders at the meeting for shirts as the 
order will be placed soon.  

SECRETARY:  Dede Ross had no report.  

 

 

      SHHHHHH…. 
As a courtesy to others, please remem-

ber to turn off your phones or set them on vibrate 
when you enter the meeting room! 

mailto:Dede%20Ross%3cdross15@cox.net%3e


Arizona Bird Chatter  December 2016 Page 5 

Members in attendance were: 
Rich Bialy 
Ken Falkenberry & Virginia Snyder 
Paul & Jean Fruscello 

(Continued from page 1) Frank Garrett 
Ken & Kathy Kowalski  
Jack & Nikki Musselmann 
Ron & Debbie Rietman 
Jim Rodgers driving Don Henderson’s ‘57 
Chuck and Judy Thompson 
Gary & Jamie Thompson 
Ed Tracey 
Tom & Yvonne Wagner 
Mike Wood 
I believe we all look forward to being invited 

back for next year’s Championships. 
Jim Rodgers 

PHOENIX VETERANS DAY PARADE 

On Friday, November 11, Honoring Arizona’s 
Veterans sponsored it’s twentieth Phoenix Veterans 
Day Parade.  The Parade route covered approxi-
mately two and a half miles, south on Central Avenue 
from Montebello Avenue to Camelback Road, then 
east on Camelback Road to Seventh Street and then 
south on Seventh Street to Indian School Road.  
ACTC provide five cars to transport the Cameo Foun-
dation - Ms. Senior Arizona’s in the parade. 

Our drivers were Larry Braasch in his and Phyl-
lis’s Bronze ’55 T-bird, Paul Fruscello in his and 
Jean’s Red ’56 T-bird, Ken Lane in his and Iva’s Wa-
termelon Red ’34 Ford Cabriolet, Chuck Young in his 
and Linda’s Fiesta Red ’56 T-bird, and Chris Ames in 
his and Sharon’s Colonial White ’56 T-bird.  And spe-
cial thanks to non-member Jim Huey who joined us 
his Raven Black ‘57 T-bird. 

Chris Ames 

Kathy, Kamren, Ken & Kaden enjoying the day 

The professionals always make it look easy 

mailto:ChristopherAmes@q.com
mailto:ChristopherAmes@q.com
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BACK  TO  TUBAC 

January 27-28, 2017 

 Next year’s Tubac 23rd Annual Col-
lector Car Show will be held on January 
27 and 28 at the Tubac Golf Resort and 
Spa, Tubac, AZ.  This show is very popu-
lar and sells out quickly.  If you plan on 

attending, go online to www.carnuts.org and down-
load a registration application for the 23rd Annual 
Collector Car Show; complete the form and mail it 
without delay.  The registration deadline is January 
20, 2017. 

For those who have never attended this show, 
the Tubac Golf Resort and Spa is a beautiful place 
with everything you need onsite.  Friday night the Car 
Nuts have a barbecue at the resort that most mem-
bers attend.  Price is $21 per person, and you can 
sign up for the barbecue on your registration form, 
regardless of whether or not you are registering a car. 

The show will be held on Saturday, rain or 
shine. The cars will be displayed on the driving range 
unless it rains,  in which case they will be displayed in 
the parking lot.  

The Tubac Golf Resort is the official car show 
host location. They have the following special show 
rates for 100 rooms that must be BOOKED BEFORE 
December 30, 2016: 

$129.00 a night - Posada rooms 
$144.00 a night - Casitas 
$164.00 a night - Hacienda Kings  
(tax and resort fee not included for the rooms) 
To make your room reservation, call the Tubac 

Golf Resort and Spa at (800) 848-7893 or (520) 398-
2211 and ask for the collector car show rate.  ACTC 
does not have any rooms reserved.   After you make 
your room reservation, please call me at (480) 695-
0676 and let me know.  Also, if you have to cancel, 
please notify me first so that I can accommodate any-
one on the wait list.  

For those that would like to caravan, we will 
meet Friday, January 27 at the Cracker Barrel on the 
north side of Chandler Boulevard just west of I-10 at 
10:00 AM. We will leave there at 10:30 AM and head 
for Tubac.  We can stop for lunch as a group or on 
your own at the Texas Roadhouse, exit 246 off of I-10 
in Tucson (520) 579-3855. 

John Marchisotto 

March 2 - 5, 2017 
While registrations for Midnight at the Oasis 

2017 are sold out, we have started a wait list.  If you 
would like to take your car, let me know, and I’ll add 

PRESIDENT’S CHARITY EVENT 

December 13, 2016 

This year’s President's Charity event is a visit 
with residents of Arizona Retirement Homes I and II, 
7310 E Palm Lane (between McDowell and Thom-
as), Scottsdale AZ 85257 scheduled on Tuesday, 
December 13. 2016 at 10:30 AM.  Most of these 
folks have no family to visit which makes our visit all 
the more important. 

During last year’s visit, residents were delight-
ed with the opportunity to see T-birds up close and 
personal.  They shared their memories of classic 
Thunderbirds and other cars of the period.  Some of 
these memories were humorous, others were ro-
mantic, and still others were heartwarming, but all 
were worthy of listening to.   

While we visited with our guests by the T-birds, 
Myrna and Duane setup their musical gear to lead 
everyone in Christmas songs and we moved inside 
to join in the celebration.  I had the pleasure of pre-
senting each resident with a gift card so they could 
get something special for Christmas. 

There is a lot of parking, so give your T-bird the 
exercise it needs and join us in sharing the spirit of 
Christmas with these retirees. 

Jim Rodgers 

A CLAUS FOR CELEBRATION 

December 17, 2016 

 The Arizona Classic Thunderbird 
Club Claus for Celebration at the Phoe-
nix Country Club, northeast corner of 
7th Street and Thomas Road is Satur-
day, December 17, 2016.  Happy Hour 
at 6:00 PM with Dinner at 7:00 PM fol-

lowed by dancing and prancing at 8:00 PM to the 
music of Maddy and Wendell.  Get your Reservation 
and payment to Jim Rodgers by December 9, 2016. 

Overnight accommodations at the Hilton Suites 
Phoenix, 10 E Thomas Road, are available at $89.  
For reservation call (602) 212-5310 and ask for the 
“Thunderbird Holiday Party” group (15 rooms 
blocked) by December 2, 2016. 

Myrna Foster 
 

 

http://www.reservations.com/hotel/tubac-golf-resort-and-spa
http://www.reservations.com/hotel/tubac-golf-resort-and-spa
http://www.carnuts.org/
http://www.carnuts.org/assets/2017registration.pdf
http://www.reservations.com/hotel/tubac-golf-resort-and-spa
http://www.reservations.com/hotel/tubac-golf-resort-and-spa
http://www.reservations.com/hotel/tubac-golf-resort-and-spa
mailto:John%20Marchisotto%3cjbuzrd@q.com%3e?subject=Tubac%20trip
mailto:president@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=ACTC%20-%20
mailto:vice-president@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=ACTC%20-%20
http://midnightattheoasis.net/
http://www.carnuts.org/
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your name to the waiting list. 
Remember the 2016 Midnight at the Oasis show 

is where El Presidente Jim Rodgers won $250 for just 
showing up and parking in the right spot!  And this 
year Midnight at the Oasis and the Goodguys Scotts-
dale show are scheduled on separate weekends, so 
you do not have to choose, you can go to both. 

We will be staying at the Marriott Springhill 
Suites, and their Chef will be serving us dinner with 
dessert and soft drinks Saturday evening on site. Sor-
ry ladies, but there will be no chauffeured classic con-
vertible journeys to dinner this year. 

Currently, there are two rooms available in our 
block of rooms for Friday, March 3 and Saturday, 
March 4, Kings or Doubles for $109.00. Call the Mar-
riott Springhill Suites at (928) 783-7853 to make room 
reservations, and be sure to tell them you are with the 
Thunderbird Club.  The passcode for the $109.00 rate 
is MATT.  You may contact me at (408) 480-0913 or 
nand1@cox.net  

Mike Dolan 

LONDON BRIDGE DAYS T-SHIRT 

Mary Wright displays Stewart’s ACTC London 
Bridge Days T-shirt from 1991.  This is an excellent 
tribute to the HARD TOP KID! 

And with a Run to the Sun for the Relics & Rods 
Car Show in Lake Havasu in the planning for Octo-
ber, Stewart might want to auction this one owner, all 
original, numbers matching, low mileage, a 25-year 
survivor at one of the upcoming auctions, like Barrett-
Jackson. 

Chris Ames 

WANTED TO BUY - New Member looking for 
’55 or ’56 T-Bird. 

Call Mike Fruciano at (602) 616-4971. 

FOR SALE - Complete collection of 
"Collectible Automobile" magazines from premier 
May 1984 issue to the present in pristine condition. 
This is 32 years of the best car magazine in the 
world. For more information, call Sam Ciammitti at 
(480) 544-8840.  

BIRTHDAY PARTY THANK YOU 

My heartfelt thanks to all the T-bird Club Mem-
bers who helped me celebrate 80 years of life!  What 
a night!  It was worth the wait...this was the best 
Birthday party I ever had!  And, a thank you to all 
who remembered me with your lovely cards and 
wishes.  One of the nicest things in the world is the 
camaraderie we share at meetings each month and 
at all the events thru-out the year.  Bless those Baby 
Birds for bringing us together! 

Thanks and Aloha, 

Myrna  

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/yumsh-springhill-suites-yuma/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/yumsh-springhill-suites-yuma/
mailto:Nand1@cox.net?subject=MATO%202017
mailto:editor@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=London%20Bridge%20Days
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Thank you T-birders,  Chris Ames, Ken Falken-
berry and Virginia Snyder, Myrna and Duane Foster, 
Denis Frank and Mary Lee Winer, Frank Graziano, 
Ken Kowalski, Ken and Iva Lane, John Marchisotto, 
Tom and Jacki McKee, Ron Rietman, Jim Rodgers, 
Gregg, Amanda, Alan and Shelly Thurston, Ed 
Tracey, Tom and Yvonne Wagner, Bob White, 
Chuck Young and eight an additional volunteers who 
took time on Thanksgiving morning to carry 25 very 
special dignitaries, the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Six of our Veterans had served in WWII, with 
the oldest being 96 years of age.  Did he want to sit 
down inside the convertible? No, he wanted to sit 
prominently up on the back of Ken's '34 Cabriolet to 
wave to the crowd! 

Once the drivers were introduced to the Veter-
ans, stories were exchanged, and friendships were 
renewed.  My paperwork has confirmed this has 
been the ninth year we have participated.  This year 
two Veterans even made requests for the car and 
driver they wanted, and we were honored to fulfill 
their requests. 

Jim and Rita Havel 

FOUNTAIN HILLS THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE 
November 24, 2016 
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Michael Pickett, son of Karla and Brian Pickett, 
of Derby, KS is a candidate for the degree of Bache-
lor of Arts in Psychology with an emphasis in Human 
Factors and a minor in Ethnic Studies and will gradu-
ate Cum Laude from Wichita State University, Wichi-
ta, KS on December 11, 2016. Michael is the grand-
son of Pat and Sam Ciammitti. 

 

The picture above is of the ROMEO (Real Old 
Men Eating Out) group.  But if you look real close at 

the far end of the table is a very young lady.  Her 
name is Grace Renae Toney, and she is five months 
old.  Below is a better picture of Grace. 

Grace is the daughter of Angeleah (Angel) Ton-
ey.  Angeleah’s father is Steve, who is the son of Lin-
da Young, who is married to Chuck Young.  So  
Grace is Chuck’s Great-granddaughter, and already 
he’s teaching her to say “T-bird.”  Chuck is truly a 
Great Grandfather! 

Chris Ames 

mailto:editor@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=Great%20Grandfather
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~  WE ACTC ADVERTISERS ~ 

Sandy Trasente, Owner 
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308 

Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199 
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com 

Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com 

E-mail: rob.slagle@sstireaz.com       ROB SLAGLE 

http://arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com/
http://www.sewbydesignaz.com/
mailto:diane@imaginetravelvacations.com?subject=ACTC%20Ad
http://www.tiresaz.com/
mailto:belltireauto@cox.net?subject=ACTC%20Ad
mailto:azkstm17@yahoo.com
http://www.rondavisradiators.com/

